Lesson 8 The Sphinxin Danger [ iR ] ]

Part 1

Egypt is the country where the Great Sphinx ( ). A surprising thing is happening there. The Sphinx is
now breaking apart. “If nothing is ( ), the head will fall off within a hundred years,” says a researcher.
The Great Sphinx of Giza is 73.5 meters long, 6 meters wide, and (
) 2,500 B.C. by cutting into a hill made of limestone.
) falling off the surface. Its neck is about one meter

) it, the damage is occurring

) meters high. Researchers say the
Sphinx was made (

Now, there are big cracks in its body, with pieces of (
thinner than it (

much (

) to be. Although many people have been trying to (
) now. What on earth is causing the damage to the Sphinx?

Part 2
Many people have wondered what the Sphinx was ( ) for. It has a human head and a lion’s body. Near

the Sphinx, there are ( ) big pyramids. Researchers believe that the bodies of the ancient ( ) were
placed there. They say the Sphinx was thought of as the guard of the pyramids.

) that an ancient civilization existed there. People used their creativity to
) they were named a World Heritage Site in 1979.

Most people imagine that the Sphinx and the pyramids are in the center of a (

The Sphinx and the pyramids (
build those unique structures. These are the reasons (
). However, nearby Cairo is
) food restaurants near them! The fact is that the growing number of

growing quickly. You can even find (

people plays a ( ) in damaging the Sphinx.

Part 3
Researchers tell us that salt is one of the (

limestone, contains salt naturally. Damage by salt is spreading (

) of the damage. The ground in the area, including the Sphinx’s
) in the following steps.

) area increases, the level of water under the ground rises.

) on the surface of the Sphinx.

1) As wastewater from the growing (

2) The salt in the limestone mixes with the water, and then crystallizes (

3) The crystallized salt ( ) cracks bigger.
In addition to the Sphinx, salt has damaged the Temple of Karnak in Egypt and Mohenjo-Daro in Pakistan. Some
parts of the buildings ( ) covered with salt.
These historical structures show the great creativity of people in the ( ). Itis ironic that they are facing a
hard ( ) now because of human-caused environmental changes.

Part4

Salt doesn’t only damage ( ) structures like the Sphinx. It also damages the crops which people grow.
Because of salt, it is getting ( ) to produce crops.
) soil for crops.

) the floods,

In the old days, the yearly floods of the Nile washed away salt from the soil and produced (
But about (
so the salt has stayed and damaged crops there.

) years ago, Egypt built a big dam to use the water more efficiently. The dam (

) ancient times. Now the guard rings the alarm. The Sphinx

) we should do. It is important for us to know this fact: We are in danger, ( ).

The Sphinx has played the role of a guard (

in danger asks us (
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